
Rothbury First School 
Safeguarding Newsletter

September 2023

If you are worried 
about a child's safety 

please do not hesitate 
to contact the 

Designated
Safeguarding

Leads straight away.

The following 
members of staff are 

Designated 
Safeguarding Leads at 
Rothbury First School

Mrs C Auld
Mrs H Duffield

Our safeguarding 
governor is 

Diane Pringle

They can be contacted 
on 01669 620283 or 

via email

For further 
information on 

safeguarding at our 
school, please look on 
the safeguarding page 

on the school 
website.

RFS Safeguarding

WHO TO CONTACT IF 
YOU HAVE A CONCERN 

ABOUT A CHILD

As stated in ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education 2023’, 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is 
everyone’s responsibility. Everyone who comes into contact with 
children and their families has a role to play. In order to fulfil this 
responsibility effectively, all practitioners should make sure their 
approach is child-centred. This means that they should consider, 
at all times, what is in the best interests of the child. We believe 
that it is in the best interests for our children to have 
opportunities to learn how to stay safe, both in and outside of 
school. Therefore, safeguarding themes are covered across the 
wider curriculum, in assemblies and displayed as part of 
everyday life within our school. 
Here are just a few examples of ways we teach safeguarding at 
Rothbury First School:
➔ Rothbury Rules - Be kind, Be caring, 

Be proud, Be polite, Be your best 
➔ Online safety lessons.
➔ Healthy Eating focus in science and design technology.
➔ RHE curriculum covers a vast range of lessons to ensure 

children feel happy and safe.
➔ NSPCC PANTS programme
➔ NSPCC Speak out, stay safe programme
➔ Bikeability 
➔ Visits from local community representatives including the 

police and fire service.
➔ Antibullying Week every November
➔ Pupil voice to share opinions about safety in and out of 

school.
➔ Pupil wellbeing questionnaire carried out annually.
➔ Assemblies with themes covering tolerance, mutual 

respect and democracy.
➔ Our School Council gives the opportunity to learn about 

different models of democracy and how to ensure we 
have a safe and productive environment in our school. 

➔ Religious Education lessons reinforce messages of 
tolerance and respect for others. 

➔ Annual diversity project 

http://www.rothburyfirst.northumberland.sch.uk/website/safeguarding_1/611956


In the average primary school class, at least 2 children have suffered abuse or neglect. Children need our help 

to Speak out and Stay safe. Speak out Stay safe is a safeguarding programme delivered through  assemblies for 

children aged 5-11 years-old.  Through the programme, the children will know how to;

• speak out and be taken seriously

• be kept safe

• get help when they need it.

We will be running assemblies in school for all children in Y1-4. Further information will follow soon.

KEEPING SAFE ONLINE

Computing is seen as an essential area of learning. It plays an important role in the everyday lives of children, 

young people and adults. Consequently, schools need to build in the use of new technologies in order to equip 

young people with the skills they will need to access lifelong learning and employment.

At Rothbury First School, we are delighted to provide children with the opportunity to use a wide range of 

resources to deliver our curriculum. Whilst exciting and beneficial both in and out of the context of education. 

IT, particularly web-based resources, are not consistently policed and users need to be aware of the range of 

risks associated with the use of these Internet technologies. We understand the responsibility and importance 

of ensuring that the children are aware of and understand a range of online safety issues.

At Rothbury First School we have a whole-school approach to E-Safety.  Children feel safe to report concerns to 

any member of staff. Incidents concerning e-safety are dealt with in school and parents are informed as soon 

as any issues arise.

It is important to realise that e-safety issues are not issues that only happen elsewhere.  Any community that 

has online access can fall victim to criminals, whether for financial or other gain.  Children in rural communities 

can be targeted simply because the predator may think they may not be as online-aware as other children.

Children access online services in a variety of ways.  It is vital that we teach children to use these services in a 

responsible way to ensure that they stay safe.  Please talk to your children about online safety - they will 

surprise you with what they know and you may learn new ways to keep yourself safe online!

We will be running an Online Safety workshop in school on 21st November 2023. Parents who attended last 

year found this session really informative. 

"Thank you for the E-safety morning, it was very informative. It really helped to take a step back and think 
about what children have access to, including gaming. It was a great informal session, looking at the benefits 
of the internet, and also how important it is to be aware of what our children could be innocently exposed 
to."

It would be great if you could attend this session.



ONLINE GAMES

PEGI is the standardised way of providing games with an age rating in the UK and Europe. Here, it is a legal 
requirement for a game to have a PEGI rating. But note: the age rating provided by PEGI is a 
recommendation; children under 18, for example, can’t legally buy an 18+ game, but it is not illegal to play. 

PEGI has five different ratings; 3+, 7+, 12+, 16+ and 18+. Ratings are assigned based on several factors: 
including depictions of violence, sex, swearing, discrimination, drugs, gambling – as well as in-game 
purchases. 

So while the App store, which uses the IARC system, may rate a game as 9+ (‘unsuited to children under 9’), 
platforms that use the PEGI system may rate the same game 7+ ('unsuitable for younger children’). 

Ultimately, the games you let your child use should be a decision which you make, based on what you 
understand of the game’s content and functionalities.

It is important that children have the opportunity to explore, learn about online spaces and relationships. 
On occasion, they may have negative experiences or make mistakes. This is all about fostering their digital 
resilience – and learning the skills to manage their online spaces and experiences. 

Whatever app, game, or platform your child wants to use, it's important to both understand why they want 
to use it in the first place, and to offer guidance and support if they do begin using it. Listen without 
judgement if they ever experience anything that makes them feel uncomfortable – and help them find 
solutions if there is a problem. 












